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Ferdinand's daughter, too, had married a Bavarian
Duke, and Ferdinand had stipulated that should he
die without an hereditaire legitime, the domains of the
Habsburgs were to be inherited by the Bavarians.

Charles Albert interpreted the words " legitimate
issue " to mean male issue. In response to this open
challenge Maria Theresa instructed Sinzendorff to go
through the old archives until he found Ferdinand's will.
On the third of November 1740, Sinzendorff was then
instructed to invite the ministers from Saxony, Prussia,
Hanover, England, and Russia to come and see for
themselves that Ferdinand never used the word male
in this connection, and that Charles Albert's claims
were unfounded.

Whether or not Charles Albert would eventually
succeed in taking Maria Theresa's place on the throne
of the Habsburgs depended largely upon the alliances he
could conclude with other European countries. So far
none of the Great Powers had expressed any intention
of repudiating their promised support of the Prag-
matic Sanction. Anne of Russia had died a week
after Charles VI., but young Tsar Ivan IV.'s Regents
promised to uphold the Sanction. So did Venice and
the Pope.

Maria Theresa was not entirely relieved by the
support prompted by these countries. Even when
she was young and inexperienced her faith in treaties
was never as great as her father's. She was made
particularly uneasy about Prussia's attitude towards
her. She had heard that Frederick had changed very
much since he became King. Before the death of
Frederick William, she had heard of Frederick only
to pity, or perhaps to despise, him as the weak son of a
cruel father. Now he was reported to be full pf energy